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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the first Office action on the merits of Application No. 10/590,8 14, filed on 16 
January 2007. Claims 1 1-20 are pending. 

Documents 

2. The following documents have been received and filed as part of the patent application: 

• Declaration and Power of Attomey, received on 01/16/07 

• Copy of Foreign Priority Document, received on 08/25/06 

• Information Disclosure Statement, received 1 1/22/06 

Drawings 

3. The drawing of Figure 1 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawing must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the separate action devices, the 
steering wheel and the arms must be shown or the feature(s) canceled fi-om the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheet in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) is required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should 
not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
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drawing for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawing will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawing of Figure 1 is also objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: Blocks 
1-3 are not shown in the present Figure 1. Corrected drawing sheet in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) is required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawing will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/590,814 
Art Unit: 3655 



Page 4 



6. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 11: 

• Line 3 recites the limitation "the transmission". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13: 

• Lines 1-2 recite the limitation "conditions for imposing an up-shift on the 
transmission". It is unclear whether the newly recited conditions are different 
from the first conditions, which are first recited on lines 3-4 of claim 1 1 . 

• Line 3 recites the limitation "primary speed". It is unclear, specifically, what the 
primary speed is referring to. 

Claim 14: 

• Lines 1-2 recite the limitation "conditions for imposing a down-shift on the 
transmission". It is unclear whether the newly recited conditions are different 
from the first conditions, which are first recited on lines 3-4 of claim 1 1 . 

• Line 3 recites the limitation "primary speed". It is unclear, specifically, what the 
primary speed is referring to. 
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Claim 15: 

• Line 2 recites the limitation "an imposed up-shifit". It is unclear whether this 

newly recited limitation "an imposed up-shift" is different from the one, which is 
first recited on line 2 of claim 13. 

• Line 4 recites the limitation "primary speed". It is unclear, specifically, what the 
primary speed is referring to. 

Claim 16: 

• Line 2 recites the limitation "an imposed down-shift". It is unclear whether this 
newly recited limitation "an imposed down-shift" is different from the one, which 
is first recited on line 2 of claim 14. 

• Line 4 recites the limitation "primary speed". It is unclear, specifically, what the 
primary speed is referring to. 

Claim 1 7: 

• Line 6 recites the limitation "primary speed". It is unclear, specifically, what the 
primary speed is referring to. 



Claim 18: 

• Line 2 recites the limitation "the foot", 
this limitation in the claim. 



There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
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Claim 19: 

• Claim 19 is directed to an adjustment device. It is unclear what structural 
element(s) in claim 19 that constitutes the claimed adjustment device. 

• Line 2 recites the limitation "the steering wheel". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 20: 

• Claim 20 is directed to an adjustment device. It is unclear what structural 
element(s) in claim 19 that constitutes the claimed adjustment device. 

• Line 2 recites the limitation "the steering wheel". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described ia a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale ia this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent ia the United States. 

8. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U. S. Patent 
Application Publication No. US 2003/0101840 Al to Yoshikawa et al. 
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Claims 11-20: 

Yoshikawa (Figs. lA - 5B; paragraphs [0007] - [0034]) discloses a gearshift 
device for an automatic manual transmission comprising: 

• A shift lever (i.e., Fig. 3, element 14); 

• An automatic mode slot (i.e., Fig. 3, element 16) for operating in an automatic 
mode; 

• A manual mode slot (i.e.. Fig. 3, element 18) for operating in a manual mode; 

• A steering wheel (i.e.. Fig. 2, element 5); 

• Two manual up-shift arms (i.e.. Fig. 2, elements 25); 

• Two manual down-shift arms (i.e.. Fig. 2, elements 23); 

• Wherein the transmission capable of performing the steps of: 

o Imposing a change of ratio request by the driver on the transmission, if 

first conditions are satisfied (i.e., paragraphs [0030] - [0034]); 
o Maintaining the ratio until second conditions for returning to the automatic 

mode are satisfied (i.e., paragraph [0032]); 
o Automatically restoring the automatic mode when the second conditions 

are satisfied (i.e., paragraph [0032]); 
o Wherein the driver can request an up-shift or a down-shift by using the 

two manual up-shift arms or the two manual down-shift arms; 
o Wherein the manual up-shift arms and manual down-shift arms are located 

near/on the steering wheel (i.e.. Figs. 1 A, IB and 2). 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Sato et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6,692,408) teaches a shift control system for an automatic 
transmission, as shown in Figs. 1-6. 

• Shamato et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,865,705) teaches an operating apparatus for automatic 
transmission, as shown in Figs. 1-2. 

• Kondo et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,662,549) teaches a control system for an automatic 
transmission, as shown in Figs. 1-12. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David D. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7092. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (0900-1730). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles A. Marmor can be reached on 571-272-7095. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David D. Le/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3655 
05/19/2009 

ddl 



